09/743994 



JC07 OTd PCT/PTO 1 7 JAN 2001 



PATENTS^ 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE j^^^)^J 



Applicant(s): 


Nobuyuki Doguchi, et al. 


Examiner: 


Unassigned 'f^ 


Serial No: 


To be assigned 


Art Unit: 


Unassigned 


Filed: 


Herewith 


Docket: 


14198 


Int'l Appln. No. 


PCT/JPOO/03132 


For: 


ENDOSCOPE SYTEM 


Int'l Filing Date: 


May 16, 2000 


Dated: 


January 17, 2001 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, it is requested that the 
following references, which are also listed on the attached Form PTO-1449, be made of 
record in the above-identified case. 

1. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 10-151 104, dated June 9, 1998 
together with English language abstract; 

2. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 5-253180, dated October 5, 1993 
together with English language abstract; 

3. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 6-125871, dated May 10, 1994 
together with English language abstract; 
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\ Express Mailing Label No.: EE692181395US 

Date of Deposit: January 17, 2001 

I hereby certify that this correspondence isibei lg deposited with the Ur 



States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addres 
on the date indicated above and is addressed to the Assists 
Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 on January 17, 200] 

Dated: January 17, 2001 



service un< 
(Eommissione:] 




/Mishelle Mustafa 
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4. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 8-3 1 3826, dated November 29, 1 996 
together with English language abstract; 

5. Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. Sho 61-48333, dated March 10, 1986 
together with English language abstract; 

6. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 1-297043, dated November 30, 1989 
together with English language abstract; 

7. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 7-23278, dated January 24, 1995 
together with English language abstract; 

8. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 5-252450, dated September 28, 1993 
together with English language abstract; 

9. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 1 1-1 13839, dated April 27, 1999 
together with English language abstract; 

10. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 1-155292, dated June 19, 1989 
together with English language abstract; 

1 1. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 8-1 1 1812, dated April 30, 1996 
together with English language abstract; 

12. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 9-80319, dated March 28, 1997 
together with English language abstract; 

13. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 1-217415, dated August 31, 1989 
together with English language abstract; 

14. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 6-222287, dated August 12, 1994 
together with English language abstract; 

15. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 9-55878, dated February 25, 1997 
together with English language abstract; 

16. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 1 1-122540, dated April 30, 1999 
together with English language abstract; 

17. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 9-24023, dated January 28, 1997 
together with English language abstract; 

18. Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 8-280692, dated October 29, 1996 
together with English language abstract; 

19. German Patent Application No. DE 196 19 734 Al dated November 21, 
1996; 

20. U.S. Patent No. 4,983,019, dated January 8, 1991 issued to Ikuno, et al.; 
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21. U.S. Patent No. 5,749,830, dated May 12, 1998 issued to Kaneko, et al.; 
and 

22. U.S. Patent No. 4,951,135, dated August 21, 1990 issued to Sasagawa, et 
al. 

The Japanese references were cited in a Search Report received from the 



International Search Authority, dated August 15, 2000. Applicants are submitting copies of 
the above-cited references, along with a copy of the Search Report. The relevance of the 
above-identified references has been described in the Search Report. 



Inasmuch as this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted in 



accordance with the schedule set out in 37 C.F.R.§ 1.97(b), no petition, certification or fee is 



Scully, Scott, Murphy & Presser 
400 Garden City Plaza 
Garden City, New York 11530 
(516) 742-4343 

PJExm 



required. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Paul J, Esatto, Jr. 
Registration No.: 30,749 
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